


�”     Forensic science in investigation

�”     Understanding the polygraph calibrator (lie detector)

�”     Getting started

�”     Office premises*

�”     Communications

�”     Equipment

�”     Business structure

�”     Banking and finance

�”     Computer systems

�”     Data protection act*

�”     Consumer credit act*

�”     Accounts and bookkeeping

�”     Taxation, NIC and VAT* 

�”     Employment of staff

�”     Credit management

�”     Sales and marketing

�”     Direct mailing

�”     Directory advertising

�”     General advertising

�”     Sales presentation

�”     How to charge clients

* (UK ONLY)

THE ACADEMY OF PROFESSIONAL INVESTIGATION EDEXCEL BTEC 
ADVANCED PRIVATE INVESTIGATION LEVEL 3 DISTANCE LEARNING 
COURSE PROVIDES THE NECESSARY INVESTIGATIVE KNOWLEDGE, 
SKILLS AND PROCEDURES TO BECOME A QUALIFIED AND COMPETENT 
PROFESSIONAL PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR.
 

 



  
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

 
Q. Do you need a police background to become a Private Investigator?

 
A. No! Anyone can become a Private Investigator. Whilst it is true to  say that 
many ex-police may have a slight initial advantage due to their knowledge of 
criminal law, it is certainly not a requirement. 
Through the course, you will not only gain the 
knowledge of criminal law, but also civil law in 
which police officers have little or no experience. In 
fact, many former and serving police officers have obtained their Diploma 
through the Academy.
 
Q. Do you require a licence to be a Private Investigator?
 
A. Licensing varies greatly throughout the world, 
ranging from no  licensing requirement at all, as is 
the case in the United Kingdom at the present 
time, to strictly enforced conditions. Therefore, it  
is important that students should check the licensing requirements for  the 
country they wish to trade in as a Private Investigator.
 

 
Q. What do I require to get started?
 

A. Completing the Distance Learning Course will not only provide 
you with the fundamental investigative skills and knowledge, but 
also The Officially Recognised, Edxecel BTEC Advanced Private 
Investigation Level 3 Diploma, putting you in the elite category of 

truly Professional Private Investigators which will dramatically increase your 
employment opportunities within the industry, and also provide the opportunity 
to start your own business, obtain your first clients, as well as successfully and 
profitably carry out their assignments.
 
Q. What monies can I expect to earn?
 
A. With your new found knowledge, and some practical 
experience behind you, you could expect to receive a 
reasonable income working as an investigator. Of course, if 
you start your own business much will depend on the amount 
of time, commitment, effort and enthusiasm that you are 
willing to devote to it. Once established, you could well 
achieve £50,000 p.a. upwards.
 
Q. What are the main sources of business?
 

A. Private Investigators obtain business from  four 
main categories; the legal profession,  commerce, 
industry and the general public  dealing in all areas of 
civil, criminal and personal matters. The Course  

provides all the necessary ‘Know-How’ in obtaining all types of business. 
 
Q. Do I require an office?
 
A. No, you can work from home, renting a small office once established.  Some 
Private Investigators work permanently from home and use an  accommodation 
address facility at a local business centre. Most are   situated at prestige 
locations in Town centres and provide interview and 
secretarial facilities as and when you require them. 
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Q. Do I need to advertise my business?
 
A. Unless you intend only working on a sub-agency basis, that 
is, for  other established Investigators you will of course need 
to advertise  your   business and services to obtain clients. 

The Edxecel BTEC Advanced 
Private Investigation Level 3 
Course provides detailed 
information on  how and where 
to advertise for the best  

results from media advertising to internet networking.
 
Q. Are there any Course examinations to sit?
 
A. At the end of each Module, you will have the 
opportunity to evaluate your new-found knowledge 
through a test exercise that you complete at home. 
The tests are not a case of pass or fail, they are to 
show you how you are progressing and identify the 
areas that may require revision.  
 
The course is concluded with a final examination, which you also complete at 
home and return together with your portfolio work to the Academy. You will 
receive, if the pass marks have been attained, Edexcel BTEC Advanced Private 
Investigation Level 3 Diploma, putting you in the elite category of being a 
qualified professional private investigator.
 
Q. Who will be my course tutor?
 

A. The Edxecel BTEC Advanced Private Investigation Level 3 
Course has been designed, prepared and  written by practising 
Professional Private Investigators with a combined  total of over 
100 years' experience. One of these highly qualified and  
experienced Investigators will be assigned to be your tutor, 
who will not  only monitor your 

progress through the Course but will also answer any 
written questions within 7 days, completely free of 
charge, regarding any aspect of the Course. 
 
Q. What are my employment prospects?
 
Once you have obtained your Edexcel BTEC Advanced Private Investigation Level 
3 Diploma, you have established your competence as a Professional Private 
Investigator and are more likely to be employed, increasing your job 
opportunities dramatically.
 

Q. How long will it take to complete the course?
 

Regarding how long it takes to complete the course will depend very much on the 
time, commitment, effort and enthusiasm that you are willing to devote to it. On 
average students studying on a part-time basis will take about 3 to 6 months. 

However, we have had students, who have studied full time, and completed the 
course within 6 weeks.

 
Q. When can I start trading as a Private Investigator?
 

A. When you have completed the Course. With each 
module you’ll learn how to deal with new types of 
enquiries and when you have completed the course, 
you will not only be qualified and competent, but also 
have the confidence to deal with all types of 
assignments.
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Why should I enrol?

 
Enrolling on the course is a solid investment in your future and could prove to be 

one of your best decisions, in providing you with an officially recognised 
qualification, together with providing you with an opportunity of achieving a high 

level of job satisfaction in a wide range of activities, leading to an exciting, 
rewarding and adventurous career.

 
Q. How do I enrol on the Course?
 
A. The fastest way to embark on your new and 
exciting career is to enrol on-line making your 
payment through the secure payment facilities. 
You may use PayPal or the Secure Host 
Company, neither require you to open an 
account and you can pay using your credit card.
 
or
 
B. Download and complete the application form with your details and your 
chosen method of payment, and return by post. Within a few days you will be 
learning how to become part of this fascinating and rewarding profession.
 
Q. How do I ask questions that are not covered by this brochure?
 
We appreciate that there may be some further questions that you would like to 
ask; therefore we have provided a facility for you to email one of our senior 
course tutors who will be pleased to answer any question not answered on this 
page. 

 
You may email us directly with your questions to:      questions@becomeadetective.com 

 
 

file:///C|/NIG%20Websites/becomeadetective.com.old/faq.html (3 of 3) [30/10/2007 22:31:33]
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LICENSING OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS

 
England and Wales
 
At the present time, there is no requirement to have a licence. However, the 
Private Security Industry Act 2001, will result in the licensing of the activities of a 
Private Investigator and this is expected to commence in 2008. Although the 
licensing criteria have yet to be decided, there will be proof of competence 
required by the licensing authority. 
 
The Edexcel BTEC Diploma in Advanced Private Investigation Level 3 will 
undoubtedly prove your level of competence, which will be paramount in the 
obtaining of a private investigators licence.  
We strongly recommend that you enrol on your course and study for 
your Diploma at the earliest opportunity to enable you to be working 
within the investigation industry before licensing is instituted.
 
Scotland and Ireland
 
In Scotland and Ireland very similar legislation is in the process of being  enacted 
which broadly follows the same line as above.
 
Licensing Outside the United Kingdom
 
Licensing varies greatly throughout the the world, ranging from no  licensing 
requirement at all, to strictly enforced conditions. Therefore, it  is important that 
students should check the licensing requirements for  the country they wish to 
trade in as a Private Investigator.
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SOME OF OUR GRADUATES AND WHAT THEY SAY

 
THE ACADEMY SCORES WITH MANCHESTER UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB! 
 
The Academy scores with Manchester United! Many companies buy the Academy 
Distance Learning Course for internal staff training and not just Investigator 
companies. We recently had an order for two courses from Manchester United, 
yes!- the world famous football team (for their Trade Marks Department).

 
"I found the course extremely beneficial and it complimented my police 
experience perfectly. The British methods of investigation and the training from 
former Scotland Yard detectives I found to be as relevant in Zambia as they 
would be in London or New York."
 
Teddy Sambake 
Council Police Commandant
Head of Institute of Security Management
Lusaka, Zambia

 
"As an ex-police officer, I wondered what this course could do for me. I was 
impressed with the way the course was laid out and with how much I learnt."
 
Brian Goulding
Seascale
Cumbria

 
"Excellent, a very fine Course."
 
Brown Odagwe
Shell 
Nigeria

"I personally went through the manuals with a fine-tooth comb and on refection feel that 
this API distance learning package is well considered and written, covering many of the 
basic elements for a beginner. In discussions with colleagues here we all agree that you 
have done a really good job. Your case studies were all helpful;  people tend to 
remember anecdotal stories.

We routinely recommend this course to those who ask us about where to start training. 
Frankly, in our view it beats what we have seen on sale elsewhere. The really strong 
point in its favour is the detailed coverage of basic necessary law including the DPA. 

I would just like to say well done. I commend it to any newcomer."

Dr E Bliss
Blayze Ltd, Expert Witness, Process Service & Enquiry
Wiltshire
United Kingdom

 
"I enjoyed the course immensely and thought it was well written and greatly 
informative. The course content was also well thought out and gave a most 
thorough examination of each subject encountered. I look upon this as money 
well spent indeed. Many thanks for your kind assistance throughout this 
process, you have been most gracious. The investigative process covered in the 
course is as pertinent in the USA as it is throughout the world."
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Mr David Miller
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
Virginia
USA
 

 
"Since completing the course I have started my own detective agency and have 
already secured enquiries from many clients. I have also been networking on the 
internet with other PI's in the UK and around the world which is keeping me 
more than busy.
 
The fact that I have achieved my API Diploma has enabled me to not only join 
professional associations and networking groups but has also got over the 
credibility gap with new clients. Without completing the distance learning 
course I would not have made it"
 
Kevin Midmore
All Counties Investigation and Surveillance

 
"I write to congratulate yourselves on the best home study course available to 
those who wish to embark on a career as a private investigator. The reason why 
I know this is because I have done two previous home study courses on the 
same subject and none has given the same in depth knowledge of the law that 
you have given.
 
Though at times quite hard the course content was well put/structured and 
thought out. The explanation of various topics was also very easy to understand. 
On that note, recently when colleagues mentioned to me that they did not have a 
clue about the law and 'bugging', I was able to provide information that they 
were very impressed with and a surprise to myself how easily the information I 
had read was so easily retained.
 
I will have no problem in recommending the course to others interested in this 
aspect of the security industry."
 
Mr Muhammad Salim Nazeer
Hornsey
London
 

 
"I found completing the Distance Learning Course to be a great asset in my 
employment in the world of international finance. I am of course hopeful of one 
day becoming a private investigator."
 
Joanne Clements
B.A. (Hons)(Law)
Beckenham
Kent
 

 
Shy Keenan Founder and spokesperson for Phoenix Survivors

Takes Academy Distance Learning Course
 
Phoenix Survivors is a web based support group set up ‘for and by’ 
people who have experienced child sexual abuse. Founder and 
spokesperson, Shy Keenan, contacted the Academy office to say 
thank you to Stuart Withers, the founder of the Academy. She 
had taken the Academy distance learning course, and it had helped 
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so much.... Read more on the Academy website http://www.becomeadetective.com.

LIVERPOOL HOPE UNIVERSITY
 

Liverpool Hope University recently funded 7 Distance Learning Courses on behalf 
on behalf of students.
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POSTAL ENROLMENT FORM 
Please print and complete this form 

and send it to the address shown above 
The FREE Affidavit Templates on CD is ONLY available  

when ordering the Distance Learning Course on-line 
To order on-line:  http://www.becomeadetective.com 

 
Please enrol me on the Academy of Professional Investigation Distance Learning Course 
and I make the following purchase order. I accept the Company’s Standard Terms and 
Conditions a copy of which is available on request. 

 
STUDENT DETAILS 
 
Title: ……………First Name(s):………………………….……………………….…………..…  
 
Surname: ………..………..…………………………………Date of Birth: …………………… 
 
Address 1: ………………………..…………………………………..…………………….……. 
 
Address 2: …………………………………………………………..…………………………… 
 
Address 3: ……………….………………………………………………..……………………… 
 
County/State:………………………………….…………..….……………………………..…… 
 
Country:…………………………………..…Post/Zip Code: ……..…………………………… 
 
Telephone: ………………..……………………………………………….…………………….. 
 

 

 
 

PAYMENT OPTION AND CREDIT CARD DETAILS 
 
I am paying for the complete Professional Distance Learning Course by Credit 
Card/Debit Card: 
 
Please debit my  Visa  Master   Other……………….…………..…… the sum of  
 
 £______ for the hard copy/£______ for the CD (Please fill in the course value)
 
Name on Card………………………………………………………..…… (Exactly as Shown) 
 
Card Number:  
 
Expiry Date: ………..……….…….….       Issue Date: …………….……..………… 
 
Card Billing Address (if different to above)  same as above 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Signed:…………………………………………………..………………………………………… 

MUST BE SIGNED BY THE ABOVE NAMED CARDHOLDER 

Clair House 
3-5 Clair Road
Haywards Heath
West Sussex
RH16 3DP
Untited Kingdom 
Company No. 03510157

Tel: +44 (0)1444 441111  
Fax: +44 (0)1444 455204 
Email: sales@becomeadetective.com
 
VAT Reg. No. GB 712 1081 88 

Office Use Only: 
 
REF. No: 
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